
blank row
Intellectual Merit Criterion
blank row
Overall Assessment of Intellectual Merit
Excellent
blank row
Explanation to Applicant
The proposed research has a high potential to advance knowledge and understanding about how infants use social information in

decision making. This information will be valuable to understand both within the psychological field as well as in other fields as

interest grows in understanding how people make decisions. The applicant's proposed research appears original and adds an

important element of social and emotional context to decision making -- aspects which are often excluded in favor of

understanding rational, logical routes in decision making. The applicant also has a strong methodological plan to carry out the

planned research experiments. The applicant has the necessary qualifications to complete the work; the applicant has worked in

several labs to build the necessary laboratory experience to run psychological experiments (including past experience working

with the target population). The applicant did not address whether adequate resources are available at the home institution or

through collaborations, but my reading of the proposed research activities indicates that adequate resources will be available.
blank row
Broader Impacts Criterion
blank row
Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts
Very Good
blank row
Explanation to Applicant
The proposed research has high potential to benefit society by providing information about how early in life people start using

social and emotional information to make decisions. Notably, the applicant's preliminary research indicates that although infants

can report others' prefer one object, they still select the socially unpreferred object. This information is important in

understanding the foundation of how people use some information and ignore other information to make decisions. The applicant

brings an eagerness and enthusiasm to examining these questions which is clearly conveyed in numerous pieces of the

application. The applicant shows a clear trajectory of growth and development that indicates the results and conclusions from the

proposed work will be disseminated and built upon for future work.
blank row
Summary Comments
This application is quite strong with interesting research questions that will both advance the psychological field and offer

benefits to society. Moreover, the applicant has conveyed having the experience and knowledge to complete the proposed

research.
blank row
blank row
blank row
Intellectual Merit Criterion
blank row
Overall Assessment of Intellectual Merit
Excellent
blank row
Explanation to Applicant
This applicant has been highly productive and has amassed an impressive amount of research experience for someone at this

stage of career. Her GPA is somewhat lower than some of the applications, but is impressive in light of the significant challenges

that she faced in balancing work with school as financially necessary. The work is novel and interesting and the letters indicate

every expectation that the applicant will be successful. Impressively, the letters also suggest that this is not the applicants only

current line of research, which I have rarely seen in many years of reviewing these applications. The research design is

straightforward and interesting. The lone weakness is the lack of a clear foundation for the hypothesized developmental (older
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vs. younger infants) differences.
blank row
Broader Impacts Criterion
blank row
Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts
Very Good
blank row
Explanation to Applicant
The cross-domain inquiry is indeed novel and likely to be of interest across fields of developmental science. The applicant has a

good amount of experience with mentorship and outreach - both as a student (through student groups) and as a leader in a

laboratory.
blank row
Summary Comments
This is an impressive application from an applicant who has overcome significant challenge and is on a clear trajectory for

success. It is quite advanced for the stage of application and is appears to have a high likelihood for success.
blank row
blank row
blank row
Intellectual Merit Criterion
blank row
Overall Assessment of Intellectual Merit
Very Good
blank row
Explanation to Applicant
The candidate has an unusual wealth of experience with experimental research with infants from developing the original study to

the write-up of the findings. There is no doubt that the candidate can run the study as proposed which is corroborated by the

praise in the recommendation letters. With the proposed study the candidate will hit the ground running in graduate school. It is

a solid project, I just miss the real innovative spark that make the proposal stand out as excellent
blank row
Broader Impacts Criterion
blank row
Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts
Very Good
blank row
Explanation to Applicant
The candidate has show dedication and involvement in the undergraduate psychology association and its effort to interest

undergraduate in research, This is even more impressive given the heavy research load taken on in the lab.
blank row
Summary Comments
The candidate will certainly thrive in graduate school with a strong experimental background in the field of cognitive

development in infants. The solid research proposal will make the transition to graduate school easy as it is well developed and

could start immediately
blank row
blank row
blank row
blank row
blank row
blank row
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