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Overview 

 

For online testing over Zoom, video stimuli can be presented in two ways.  The first simply 

involves the experimenter sharing their screen with a participant.  The second involves 

uploading stimuli to a third- party hosting website (e.g., slides.com), and having the participant 

view stimuli through that platform. In cases where experiments involve high-resolution stimuli 

and there are concerns about stimulus quality over Zoom, the third-party hosting platform may 

be the best solution. We recommend slides.com for this method. This supplementary guide 

details the set-up and configuration of both of these methods.  

 

Zoom Setup for Stimuli played from Experimenter’s Computer 

 

I. Recording Setup  

These recording set-up instructions show you how to configure Zoom to record both 

your screen-shared video stimuli and the video of the participant. This section will also 

describe how to set the location to which your Zoom recordings will be saved. 

1. Open Zoom settings. If using a Mac, click the zoom.us button on the top of the 

right screen and select Preferences. A new window will appear (Figure 1).  

2. Go to Recording, located on the left side of the window.  

3. Beside the text that reads Local Recording: Store my recordings at: is the 

folder that has been selected as the default location for the Zoom recording. To 

change this, click on whichever folder appears as the default. 

4. When you have done this, a drop-down menu will appear and give you the option 

to Choose a new location.  

5. When you have selected a new location for your Zoom recordings (such as your 

Desktop or your lab’s secure video server), click Choose to save your setting. 

Zoom is now set up to save the recordings to the folder you have selected. 

6. To record Zoom participant videos while you are sharing your screen, ensure that 

the option labeled Record video during screen sharing has a checkmark beside 

it. If it does not, click the box beside the option. If you do not click this option, you 

will only record your stimuli, rather than both your stimuli and the participant. 

7. To prevent Zoom participant videos from being placed on top of the stimuli in your 

recording, ensure that the option labeled Place video next to the shared screen 
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in the recording has a checkmark beside it. You can see the location of these 

options in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1 

Zoom Recording Settings 

 

II. Zoom Call Set Up  

In this section, we review how to configure a Zoom call for an experiment in which the 

experimenter is screen sharing video stimuli with a participant. This set-up requires 

using a Zoom feature called Spotlight Video. Spotlight Video enables the 

experimenter to record only the video being screen shared and the participant’s video, 

without interference from any other videos on the call. In contrast, the typical Zoom 

recording without the use of Spotlight Video will record whoever is the Active Speaker 

(whoever is talking or sharing their screen on Zoom). Without Spotlight Video, the 

experimenter will only record an image of themselves and the stimuli. Importantly, this 

feature requires that three participants be on the same Zoom call. Below we suggest a 

work-around in the event that a second live second experimenter is not available.  

1. Open the Zoom link you sent to the participant’s parent when they scheduled the 

appointment. 

2. Open the video you will be showing to your participant.  
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3. Once three people have joined the Zoom call (you, the participant’s parent, and the 

second experimenter) and your Zoom call resembles that in Figure 2, you can enable 

Spotlight Video.  

o If you do not have a second experimenter, you can log onto the Zoom 

call from an additional device (e.g., smartphone, tablet) using a 

secondary Zoom account. When you join the call from your second 

device, ignore any requests to turn on audio or video on your second 

device.  

4. As mentioned at the start of this section, to record the participant without any 

interference from another participant on the call, you must enable Spotlight Video. 

Hover over the participant’s video and click the three dots that appear, then select 

Spotlight for Everyone (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 3 

Spotlight the participant's video in order to record their video without interruption from another 

Zoom participant 

Figure 2 

Example of successful recording setup, displaying stimuli and participant’s face 
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5. Once you have selected Spotlight for Everyone, a notification will appear in the top 

left of the participant’s video that reads, Remove Spotlight.  If you see this 

notification, you have correctly enabled Spotlight Video. 

6. When the parent and participant are in position for your experiment (e.g., in highchair, 

correct distance from their screen) and are ready to begin, click the green Screen 

Share button at the bottom of your Zoom window.  

7. A new Zoom window will appear, allowing you to choose which window from your 

computer you wish to share. Select the window displaying your stimuli; also select 

Share sound (Figure 4). When both the video and Share sound have been selected, 

click the blue Share button in the lower right-hand corner. Your screen will now 

resemble that in Figure 5. 
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8. On the video panel displaying the video of you and of the participant, select the 

square button in the middle so that you see only the participant’s video (rather than all 

of the Zoom participant videos). If you do not select this button, Zoom will record 

everyone’s video in very small thumbnails, which will make offline coding of these 

videos difficult. Selecting the square button will also allow you to enlarge the video of 

the participant, which will carry over to the Zoom recording (Figure 6).  

9. Ask the participant’s parent if the shared video appears as full-screen on their 

computer. Zoom should do this automatically, unless the parent has previously 

altered their settings. 

Figure 5 

Example of successfully screen sharing your stimuli. 

Figure 4 

Select your stimuli and Share computer sound, then select Share 
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Figure 6 

Switch to single video view by selecting the square on the video panel. Resize participant 

video to the largest possible size by dragging the bottom left corner of the video outward. 

 

 

10.  In most cases, you will want to have the participant’s parent hide the video panel 

containing everyone’s video, so that the child is not looking at an image of 

themselves or of the experimenter during the testing session. To hide the video 
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panel on the participant’s screen, ask the parent to move their mouse to the top of 

their screen, hover over the edge of the zoom window, and click View Options (if 

this option is not already visible).   

11.  Ask the parent to click Hide Video Panel 

o If Hide Video Panel does not appear as an option, ask them whether Side-

by-Side mode is selected. De-selecting Side-by-Side mode should enable 

the Hide Video Panel feature. 

12.  Zoom setup is now complete and you can start recording.  

13.  Click the three dots on the top of your screen that say More. Then click Record on 

this computer (Figure 7). A red light should appear on the green bar at the top of 

your screen. 

o Remember to mute yourself before initiating your stimulus presentation so that 

the participant cannot hear ambient sounds from your testing location.  

o If the video of the participant is distorted, you can stop the Zoom video of your 

camera (stopping your video will minimize interference and should increase 

the quality of the participant’s video). Do not stop your screen share. You can 

stop your Zoom video by selecting the Stop Video button in the Zoom toolbar 

at the top of your screen. You can see this button in Figure 7; it is the button 

second from the left on the toolbar at the top.  

Figure 7 

Record by clicking the three buttons above More, and then select Record on this 

Computer. 
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14. When you are ready to end the testing session, click Stop Share (the red button 

under your Zoom toolbar at the top of your screen) to end the stimulus presentation. 

You will receive a notification that your video will be converted when the meeting 

ends.  

o Zoom does not allow you to record twice in the same session. If you plan to 

test sibling participants, you must either pause the recording between 

participants, or save the recording, end the call, and begin a new call for the 

next participant.  

15. When you end the call, file conversion should begin automatically (Figure 8). 

Figure 8 

Zoom automatically converts the recording after meeting ends. 
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Zoom Setup for Stimuli played on slides.com 

In this section we offer instructions for running an experiment online using slides.com (Slides) 

and Zoom in tandem. This is a helpful option when there are concerns about the video quality of 

the stimuli. For stimuli that involve more subtle manipulations (e.g., facial expressions, small 

perceptual changes) that require higher visual resolution, we recommend using Slides.  

 

I. Recording Setup  

These instructions show you how to configure Zoom to record both your screen-

shared video stimuli and the video of the participant. This section will also describe 

how to set the location to which your Zoom recordings will be saved. 

8. Open Zoom settings. If using a Mac, click the zoom.us button on the top of the 

right screen and select Preferences, a new window will appear (Figure 9).  

9. Go to Recording, located on the left side of the window.  

10. Beside the text that reads Local Recording: Store my recordings at: is the 

folder that has been selected as the default location for the Zoom recordings. To 

change this, click on whichever folder has been chosen as the default. 

11. When you have done this, a drop-down menu will appear and give you the option 

to Choose a new location.  

12. When you have selected a new location for your Zoom recordings, such as your 

desktop or your lab’s secure video server, click Choose to save your setting. 

Zoom is now set up to save the recordings to the folder you have selected. 

13. To record Zoom participant videos in the Zoom recording when a screen is being 

shared, ensure the option labeled Record video during screen sharing has a 

checkmark beside it. If it does not, click the box beside the option. If you do not 

click this option, you will only record your stimuli, rather than both your stimuli and 

the participant. 

14. To prevent Zoom participant videos from being on top of the stimuli in your 

recording, ensure that the option labeled Place video next to the shared screen 

in the recording has a checkmark beside it. You can see the location of these 

options in Figure 9. 

 

Figure 9 

Zoom Recording Settings 
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II. Slides Setup 

1. You must first decide what kind of experiment you are running and what materials 

you want to upload to Slides. Will you have all your stimuli in a single video that 

Slides will play without stopping? Will you have multiple videos that you will advance 

based on infants’ looking times (e.g., Is this an infant controlled study?)?   

2. Create a slide deck on Slides. Add slides to the deck based on the number of videos 

you will show the participant. For example, if you have a single video that contains all 

of the trials, with fixed trial durations, you will only need one slide. If your trials are 

contingent on each infant’s looking, and you have, for example, two familiarization 

trials (F) and two test trials (T) with separate attention-getter (AG) videos in between 

each trial (e.g., F-AG-F-AG-T-AG-T), then you will need to create 7 slides.  

3. Using Slides is similar to using Microsoft PowerPoint or Apple Keynote. You can 

upload all your videos to your media library and then add a video to each slide. Once 

you have added a video to a slide you can change the video’s settings. For example, 

you can have a video play repeatedly by enabling the loop function (Figure 10). 

4. You can preview your slide deck by clicking the Play button, located on the left side 

of the screen under the checkmark. 

Figure 10 

Slides video settings 



 12 

 

 

 

III. Zoom Call Setup 

In this section, we review how to configure your Zoom call for an experiment in which the 

experimenter is presenting stimuli using Slides.  In this case, the participant’s parent 

must share their screen with the experimenter so that the stimuli being presented are 

included in the Zoom recording. We recommend using Google Chrome, as this allows 

the experimenter to mute their Slides window and thereby avoid any echo or other audio 

feedback in the Zoom recording. 

1. Open the Zoom link you sent to the participant’s parent when they scheduled the 

appointment. 

2. Open Slides in Google Chrome. Once you have Slides open, click on the slide deck 

you created and select Present (Figure 11). 
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3. Right-click on the browser tab in Google Chrome. It will read Present: Name of your 

video. A drop-down menu will appear. Select Mute Site. As mentioned earlier, this is 

helpful in preventing audio interference.  

4. When the participant’s parent joins your Zoom call, explain how you will be presenting 

the stimuli. In your Slides window, copy the link provided under PRESENT LIVE, and 

send the parent the link in the Zoom chat. In your Slides window on your computer, 

click the green button that reads Start presenting. 

Figure 12 

Helping the parent locate the Present Live link. 

Figure 11 

Opening your slide deck 
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5. When the parent clicks on the link you sent them, a new browser window will open. 

Their screen will now have a green button that reads Continue to Presentation. 

Instruct them to click that green button.  

6. Confirm with the parent that they now are able to see your first slide. This should 

match what you see on your Slides window.  

7. To record video of the participant without interference from an Active Speaker, you 

need to Pin the participant’s video. Hover over the participant’s video and click the 

three dots that appear, then select Pin Video (Figure 13). 

 

Figure 13 

Pin the participant's video in order to record their face without interruption from another active 

speaker. 
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8. Allow the participant’s parent to share their screen by selecting the green arrow to 

the right of Share Screen at the bottom of your Zoom window. A new menu will 

appear; click Advanced Sharing Options. In the window that appears, select All 

Participants under the heading Who can share? Then exit the window (Figure 14). 

9. Instruct the parent to share the window that contains the slideshow. Instruct them to 

select Share Screen at the bottom of their Zoom window. Ask them to select the 

window that contains the slides presentation, and click the box in the lower left-hand 

corner beside Share sound, then ask them to select Share. 

Figure 14 

Allow a parent to screen share by selecting the arrow beside Share Screen and selecting 

Advanced Sharing Options 
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10. In your Zoom window, highlight the video of the participant by selecting View in the 

top right-hand corner of your screen, and selecting Side-by-Side: Speaker (Figure 

15). This setting will allow you to enlarge the participant’s video to make it easier to 

code both online and offline.  
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11. Instruct the parent to make the window containing the slideshow full-screen. Once 

they have enlarged the window, you will want them to hide their video panel and 

meeting controls, to ensure that nothing else is present on their screen. Ask them to 

select the More option on their Zoom toolbar at the top of their screen, then to select 

Hide Video Panel (Figure 16). Instruct them to select More again, and then to select 

Hide Floating Meeting Controls (Figure 17).   

Figure 15 

Enable Side-by-Side: Speaker to view only the video of the participant 
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12. Zoom setup is now complete and you can start recording. Select the button that says 

Record at the bottom of your screen, then select Record on this Computer (Figure 

18). A red light should appear on the green bar at the top of your screen. 

Figure 16 

View of participant’s screen – Hide Video Panel 

 

 

Figure 17 

View of participant’s screen – Hide Floating Meeting Controls 
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o If the video of the participant is distorted, you can stop your Zoom video 

(stopping your video will minimize interference and should help increase the 

quality of the participant’s video).   

o To stop your Zoom video, select the Stop Video button in the Zoom toolbar at 

the top of your screen. You can see this button in Figure 18, it is the button 

second from the left on the toolbar at the bottom.  

13. When the study ends, stop the participant’s screen-sharing by selecting View 

Options at the top of your screen and clicking Stop Participant Screen Sharing. 

Stop your screen recording by clicking the Stop Recording button in the top left-

hand corner. You will receive a notification that your video will be converted when the 

meeting ends.  

o Zoom does not allow you to record twice in the same session. If you plan to 

test sibling participants, you must either pause the recording between 

participants, or save the recording, end the call, and begin a new call for the 

next participant.  

14. When you end the call, conversion will automatically begin (Figure 19). 

Figure 19 

Zoom automatically converts the recording after the meeting ends. 

Figure 18 

Record by clicking the circular Record button at the bottom of screen, and selecting Record 

on this Computer 
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